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The Hispanic Community
Affairs Council (HCAC) is
a volunteer-driven, nonprofit organization with a
proud 32-year history.
HCAC is dedicated to
young Hispanics
throughout Alameda
County who are interested
in pursuing a higher
education. HCAC believes
that investing in our future
leaders is the key to a
stronger community.

33rd Annual Scholarship Awards Luncheon

Our Mission is to
promote the value of
education, cultural
diversity and community
involvement.

Our Vision is to invest
in the higher education of
future Hispanic leaders to
build a strong community.
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Join us in honoring our outstanding
Alameda County scholarship recipients for their
academic achievements and community service!
FRIDAY, MAY 1ST 2015
11:30 AM TO 1:30 PM
DOUBLETREE BY HILTON HOTEL
39900 BALENTINE DRIVE
NEWARK, CA 94560
$60 per person or $600 table for ten
Guests may purchase tickets
before Friday, April 24th at www.hcac-ac.org
or by contacting
Elsa Saenz at (510) 415-8096 or
Dr. Arnold Chávez at (510) 331-1438

Drawing Prizes!
• 2 Round Trip Airline Tickets, courtesy of
Southwest Airlines
• Oakland A's Luxury Box Seating, courtesy of
Supervisor Richard Valle
For Sponsorship Opportunities, please contact
Bettina Flores at (510) 303-6643 or bettina4335@sbcglobal.net

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Improving college completion has become a
main focus at a state and national level. The
economic vitality relies on the number of
individuals who earn a college degree in order
to keep up with a workforce requiring a
college education.
According to the National Conference of State
Legislatures, 63% of jobs will require a
postsecondary degree by 2018. Therefore,
supporting and helping Latinos, who are the
fastest growing minority group in the nation,
graduate from college is essential.
Although the number of Latinos graduating
from high school has improved, there is still an
urgent need to address the gaps and increase
the number of Latinos graduating from
college. It is clear that merely providing
access to college for students is not enough
as affordability continues to be one of the
main barriers to graduating.
This year we received over 160 scholarship
applications from talented students in financial
need with a desire to obtain a college
education. I was very impressed with their
academic achievements, leadership, and
community involvement. The selection
process will indeed be very difficult. Therefore,
HCAC is working very hard to raise
scholarship funds to increase the number of
scholarship awards we can issue this year.
The “HCAC Challenge” is to raise $95,000.
I’m certain that with the generosity of our
sponsors, members, friends, and volunteers
we will reach our goal.
If you share our vision, I encourage you to
become a sponsor, member, or volunteer.
Please join us in our efforts to make a
difference… together we can build a better
future.

	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  
Aracelia G. Esparza
President

WELCOME
NEW HCAC BOARD MEMBERS
HCAC recently interviewed and selected three
bright, energetic, and committed new Board
members—Yosaira Espinoza, Elsa Saenz and
Hector Topete. They have jumped right in
and are working to make the 33rd Annual
Scholarship Luncheon a success.
Elsa Saenz
As a Mexican-American first generation
college graduate, I am grateful for the
opportunities that higher education has
afforded me, my family and community.
Financing a college education was
challenging and I will forever be grateful for
the scholarships that alleviated some of the
cost to my family. While I believe education is
an equalizer in our society, the financial
demands of high education often marginalize
many of the best and brightest in our
community.
Having had the privilege of earning a college
and graduate degree, I see it as my obligation
to be a part of the effort to lighten the load and
brighten the path to education for others.
As a professional, the opportunity to
collaborate and share the HCAC’s endeavor,
that is so rewarding, is invigorating.
Hector Ruiz Topete
I am proud to have been an HCAC recipient in
June 2004. With this award, I was able to start
my first year at CSUEB with confidence and a
relief from financial stress. I graduated from
CSUEB with a Bachelor’s of Science in
Finance. I also possess a California Teaching
Credential in Career Development, Money
Management and Finance, and a credential
as a Global Career Development Facilitator.
Currently, I work as a case manager with the
Career Readiness Program funded through
the Workforce Investment Act, assisting at-risk
youth 16-21 years of age with their
educational/occupational goals.
As an HCAC Board Member, I continue my
path to give back to HCAC, which once was

gracious enough to help me. I want to inspire
youth and guide them towards achieving their
goals and show them that their dreams can be
realized.
Yosaira Espinoza
As a fourth year recipient of the Hispanic
Community Affairs Council, I am very grateful
to this organization, as it has provided me with
tremendous support through my college
education. As an HCAC Board Member, I
want to continue supporting first generation
Hispanic students through their educational
journey.
I graduated from UC Berkeley and currently
work for Kaiser Permanente, which I believe
to be beneficial in providing my professional
networks for the youth we serve in HCAC.
I enjoy supporting and helping Hispanic youth
and their families better understand the
college experience. I have so many ideas on
how to help educate my community, along
with a passion to do so.

OUR SPONSORS KEEP US GOING
La Comisión Honorifica
Mexicana has been a
scholarship sponsor since
the beginning of the
HCAC program 33 years
ago and generously
contributes $10,000 to
the scholarship fund.
The Comisión was
established in 1939 by a
group of Mexican
citizens, under the auspices of the Mexican
Consulate in San Francisco. In the next
decade, 58 more Comisiones were
established. Their objective was to bring
together all persons of Mexican, Central and
Latin American origin or ancestry, regardless
of race, creed, political or religious affiliation,
sex, age, educational background or status.
Currently, the main objective is to award
scholarships through the Hispanic Community
Affairs Council to Latino students who merit
them through their academic study and

financial need in order to foster the future of
our cultures.
The current president is long-time HCAC
member, Marie Contreras-Danner and the
vice president is Salvador Amesquita.

HCAC HONORS A GREAT
FOUNDER- ALBERTO CUADRA
We are pleased to
honor Alberto Cuadra
who was one of
HCAC’s original
founder 33 years
ago. He still attends
and supports HCAC
programs and events.
As a young man, Alberto studied Business
Administration specializing in Personnel
Management, at U.C. Berkeley and East Bay
University through 1969. He continued his
Post Grad studies at E.B.U. Hayward in
Educational Psychology and Evaluation of
Educational Studies until 1973.
From 1969 until 1980, Alberto worked at the
New Haven Unified School District, first as a
Teacher, then as a Counselor and the last
three years as School Director of the
Manpower Development and Training Center.
From 1981 until Alberto’s second retirement in
2008, he worked for the international
consulting firms in the Washington D.C. area.
Alberto worked in a total of 28 different
countries at a national level.
Alberto participated in many civic and
community organizations as a board member
and active participant. We are glad that
HCAC was one of his favorite organizations
and benefited from his vision of what it could
accomplish.
Thank you, Alberto, for your continuous
support to HCAC!

MEMBERSHIP RECEPTION A
SUCCESS
HCAC held its scholarship fundraising “kickoff” reception on March 5th to help reach its
$95,000 goal this year. The event was a
success and over $2,700 was added to the
scholarship fund. Congratulations to Lisa
Pacheco, from Highland Hospital, the winner
of the Disneyland drawing!
Speakers at the reception included Leslie
Mendoza, a recent HCAC scholarship
recipient and Hector Garcia, Director of the
Hayward Promise Neighborhood Initiative,
Hayward Unified School District. The
following is a summary of their remarks
submitted by Dr. Susan Cota, HCAC Board
member.
Leslie Mendoza – Student Speaker
Leslie was a 2014
scholarship recipient.
She thanked HCAC for
their financial
assistance and
continued support
without which she
could not have met her
educational and
professional dreams.
She graduated from
California State University
East Bay with a major in Social
Services. She then transferred to Stanford
University for her graduate work. Leslie is
currently a master’s candidate in the Stanford
Teacher Education Program and will receive
her Master of Arts in Education and a teaching
credential in Spanish in June 2015.
During her time at Stanford, Leslie interned at
Sunnyvale Middle School, Eastside College
Preparatory School in East Palo Alto and at
her former high school Newark Memorial High
School.
Her dream is to return as a teacher at Newark
Memorial. She spoke of wanting to make a
change in her community that has given her
so much and to be a role model to students,
particularly students of color. She stated that

”an important thing to remember is that
learning is not confined to the classroom;
meaningful learning also involves families, the
community and the world around us.”
Hector Garcia, Director, Hayward Promise
Neighborhood Initiative, HUSD
Hector explained
that the Hayward
Promise
Neighborhood
(HPN) is funded by
the Obama
Administration
through a grant
from the US
Department of
Education. The
program was funded in 2010 and Hayward
was one of the first five cities in the nation to
receive the five-year $25,000,000 grant.
The program brings together residents, local
schools, colleges¸ government agencies,
businesses and non-profit agencies to provide
long-term strategies and resources for
children “from cradle to college to career.”
The HPN is focused on the Jackson Triangle,
which is bounded by Jackson Street, Harder
Road and Whitman Street in South Hayward.
Six schools (3000 students) in the Hayward
Unified School District have been targeted for
support: Harder Elementary, Park
Elementary, Winton Middle School, Hayward
High School and Tennyson High School.
Hector also spoke about the exciting
directions the initiative has allowed its
partners to take by sharing data on students
to better serve their needs. Cal State East
Bay serves as the lead agency working with
the following groups: Hayward Unified School
District, the City of Hayward, Chabot College,
Community Child Care Council of Alameda
County, Eden Area Regional Occupation
Program, First 5 Alameda County, Tiburcio
Vasquez Health, Hatchuel, Tabernik
Associates.
The central issue moving forward is to find
funding to continue the great work that has
been done so far.

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
The HCAC Board and Student Scholarship
recipients thank our sponsors. The success of
HCAC’s Scholarship Program would not be
possible without the partnership, participation
and generosity of our Sponsors!
As of March 31st, our sponsors are as follows:
$10,000
La Comisión Honorifica Mexicana
$5,000 or more
Albert C & Bertha P. Markstein Foundation &
Markstein Sales Company
$2,500 or more
Atkinson, Adelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo
Fernando & Dr. Nina Genera
Hon. Richard Valle & Tri-CED Recycling
Center
Yolanda Baldovinos & Fred Wright Lopez
$1,000 or more
AABatarse Foundation
Alberto Cuadra Scholarship
Alison and Sherman Lewis
Allstate Foundation, Ray J. Rodriguez Newark
Agency
Ana Apodaca
Dr. Arnold & Carmen Chávez
Dawn Graeff
Daniel Apodaca Memorial Scholarship
Digital Designs Communications
Dutra Enterprises, Inc.
Enterprise Holding Foundation
Fremont Bank
John & Carmen Meléndez
Jon & Lynn Orellana
Larry and Marie Danner
Mexico Tortilla Factory
Oakland A’s
Ohlone College Foundation
The Pete Stark Foundation
Viola Gonzalez & Penn Hughes

$500 or more
Bettina D. Flores
Hon. Elisa Marquez
Hon. Frank Roesch
Gloria & Alfred Fuerniss
Hon. Leo Dorado
Martha Kanter
Merritt College
Dr. Susan Cota
Teamsters Union Local 853
Union City 50th Anniversary Committee
$100 or more
CSUEB
Hon. Dan Grimmer
Moreau Catholic High School
Nancy Van Huffel
Pablo Fiene

For Sponsorship Opportunities, please
contact Bettina Flores at (510) 303-6643 or
bettina4335@sbcglobal.net
HCAC is a volunteer-driven nonprofit
organization with no paid staff or consultants.
All work is done by members of the boards of
directors and friends of HCAC. We are proud
that 100% of all contributions to the
scholarship fund goes directly to the
students. Last year we awarded 61 college
scholarships in the amount of $81,375 to
deserving Latino students in Alameda County.
We hope you will join us in this endeavor and
help us meet our goal of raising $95,000 by
sponsoring one of our students. A
contribution of $1500 will sponsor a student
attending a four-year college and $750 will
sponsor a two-year college student. However,
a contribution of any amount will be greatly
appreciated.

BECOME AN HCAC MEMBER
HCAC membership is open to any individual
who supports the Mission and Vision of the
Hispanic Community Affairs Council.
Membership dues are $50 a year and the
rewards are priceless.
HCAC welcomes our new Members this
quarter! Thank you for sharing our vision and
supporting our efforts.
Diana Alvarez
Miguel A. Delgado
Jennifer Heystek
Lorena Ruiz
Rigoberto R. Topete, Jr.
“My sister was a recipient of the HCAC Scholarship a
few times during her undergrad years at San Jose State
University. I have been impressed with the HCAC history
and reputation, its commitment to younger students and
the number of folks who are equally committed to work
as a team. I wanted to become a member of an
incredible group such as this.”
-Miguel A. Delgado
Wealth Advisor & Financial Planner
David White & Associates
I became a member of HCAC because I wanted to give
back to this wonderful organization that awarded me a
scholarship in 2005. In 2008, I graduated from CSEB
with a Business Administration degree with an emphasis
in Finance and Marketing. I’m currently working for
Comcast as a sales manager. Thank you HCAC for
helping so many Latinos attend college and become
professionals!
-

Rigoberto R. Topete, Jr.
Sales Manager
Comcast

Please make checks payable to: HCAC and
mail to HCAC, P. O. Box 3151, Hayward, CA
or visit our website for further information at
www.hcac-ac.org. Donations are tax
deductible. 501©3: 94-2951649

Join us on Facebook!

MESSAGE FROM OUR
SCHOLARSHIP CHAIR
By the time you read this, the HCAC
Scholarship Committee has opened over 160
applications, read over 155 essays and
interviewed 119 students for HCAC
scholarships. Professionals from the
education community and representatives
from the business community conducted
interviews at the St. Bede Catholic School on
March 24th and March 26th. A big thank you
to Ms. Jocelyn Pierre-Antoine, Principal at
St. Bede, for her partnership and support!
The HCAC Scholarship Committee could not
accomplish all the necessary tasks to
determine and decide who our awardees will
be without the help of caring and generous
individuals. We appreciate our many
volunteers, who are generous with their time
and expertise. We appreciate our HCAC
Advisory Board members who are so well
experienced and offer the current scholarship
committee input when issues arise. We also
have welcomed several of our past recipients
who now serve on our HCAC Scholarship
Committee.
Someone once said, "Volunteers don't get
paid, not because they are worthless, but
because they are priceless." We can't give
them six-figures, but we always give them six
letters: "S-M-I-L-E-S!"

HCAC OFFICERS AND
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

	
  
	
  

Aracelia Esparza – President
Alameda County Human Resource Services

Alberto Cuadra
HCAC Founder

Suzanne Barba – Vice President
Public Relations, Retired

Ignacio De La Fuente
Ignacio De La Fuente Scholarship Foundation

Dawn Graeff – Secretary
Human Resources Management, Retired

Hon. Leo Dorado
Judge, Alameda County California Superior Court

Bettina Flores – Treasurer
Special Events Consultant

John A. Dutra
Former Assembly Member

Angie Reyes – Scholarship Chair
Hayward City Clerk, Retired

Hon. Liz Figueroa
Former State Senator

Ana Apodaca
Community & Government Relations Manager, Kaiser
Permanente

Felix Galaviz
Interim CEO/ President, HCCAC

Dr. Susan Cota
Chabot-Las Positas Community College District
Yosaira Espinoza
Kaiser Permanente
Sandra Genera
Chabot College Counselor/Puente Project Coordinator
Rene Macias
Alameda Health Systems
Pedro Naranjo
Alameda County Health Care Services Agency
Elsa Saenz
Alameda County Social Services Agency
Hector Ruiz Topete
Career Readiness Program

John Garcia
Kaiser Permanente
Dr. Nina Michel Genera
Ohlone Community College Professor Emeritus
Hon. Alberto T. Huezo
Councilmember, Newark City Council
Robert Macias
City of Hayward, Retired
Carmen Melendez
Fremont Unified School District, Retired
Librado Pérez
Consultant, Government Relations
Robert Portillo
Consultant, Community Services
Roberto Rocha
Hispanic Empowerment Programs

HCAC ADVISORY
BOARD MEMBERS

Hon. Ray J. Rodriguez
Member, Newark Unified School District

Yolanda Baldovinos
Alameda County Social Services Agency, Retired

Hon. Frank Roesch
Judge, Alameda County California Superior Court

Dr. Arnold Chávez
Alameda County Public Health Department

Hon. Fortney (Pete) Stark
Former Congressman, 13th District

Marie Contreras-Danner
Court Interpreter, Fremont Hall of Justice

Gail Steele
Board of Supervisor, County of Alameda, Retired

Hon. Ellen Corbett
Former State Senator, 10th District

Hon. Richard Valle
Board of Supervisor, District 2, County of Alameda

